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Dear Mr. Jordarn:

Kenny Marchant. for Congress (the “‘Committee™), through counsel, hereby responds. to the
complaint designated MUR. 6541 alieging violations of the Federal [‘.lectnon Campmgn Act, as
amended (the “Act™). The complaint, filed by Congressman Marchant’s opponerit in. the May 29
primary election, is nothing more than a fishing expedition intended to generate press coverage
for a flagging campaign desperate for attention. K does not provide. sufficient evidenee for the
Federal Electior Commission (the “Commission™) to make a “Reason to Believe Finding” that
the Comunittec violated the Act, and the amount in question is sufficiently negligible that
expending asdditional Commission resaurces to investigate (his matter woutd be a waste of the
Commissian’s time and taxpayer funds. We therefore respectfully urge the: Commission to
dismiss this matter without further action. '

Mr. Stinchfield’s complaint centers on the allegation ‘that Jordan Schirman did not disclose his
legal riame when he paid $40 to- play in a golf tournament sponsored by Stinchfield for
Congress.! While that may be true, the inclusion of the Committee as a respondent ‘in the

'In the complamc, Mr, Stmchf eld fails to explain how his campuign ‘was able {o provide ils donors a round of golf
at an exchugive, private golf club with a cart, lunch, and beverages for- anly $40. The. fair market valic of'a found of
golf at Brookhaven Country Club, a cart, lunch, and beverages certainly exceeds $40, 'yet Stinchfield for Congress
did not report either a paymerit to the country club or in fi-kind contribution fo covei llie appirent loss for holding

HHW03
NOIL 93 '53!1233033

100 CONGRESS AVE 2101 CEDAR SPRINGS RD 1028 G §T 14301 ENB PKWY JI35 F ST, NW |
SUITE 2000 STE 1050 LINCOLN. NE 68508 STE 100 STE 1050.
AUSTIN, TX 78701 DALLAS, TX 75201 Ti402218.2106 OMAHA, NE 68154 WASHINGTON. DC 20004
Ti512.354.1787 T1214,842.6809 r|402.218.2100 | 102.4171.3529

gober hilgers plic/www.goberhilgers.com



13044341316

gober |

LAW |

hilgers

* FLRM®

Chris K. Gober
May 2, 2012
Page 2 of 2

complaint rests solely: on the circumstantial eyidence that Mr. Schirman has .a friend employed
by the Commmee That connection would ot be enough evidénce.to justify an mvesm,auon of
Mr. Schirman’s other Facebook ‘friends and their respective: employers, and it is no more
justifiable to take Further action against the Committee.

“It is also worth noting that Commission regtlations permiit a committee to accept: contribifions
from. anonymous sources in an amount not to exceed $50. See 11 C.F.R 110.4(c)(3). While Mr.
Stinchfield has expended a considerable amount of time and resources o scrape together
circumstantial evidence and innuendo to allege a violation of 2 'U.S.C. § 441f, it may be more.
appropriate to view this transaction through the lens of an anonymous contribution. In fact, in
the era of online credit card transactions and incessant fundraising solicitations, providing a false
name for a low=dollar contribution could be an attempt to shield one’s scif from. being
bombarded with cainpaign materials, nét to inake a contribution in the hame of another.

The complaint, in and: of itself, does not provide a legally or fictually sufficient: basis. for the
Commission to make a “Reason to Believe Fmdmg“ {hat the Committee violated ‘the Act.
Regardless, expending additional Commission resources to investigate this matter would be a
waste of the Comrmission’s time and taxpayer resources, particularly in. light of the amount of the
contribution in question. We therefore urge the Commission to exercise its prosecutorial
discretion and dismiss this matter without further action.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 1f you require additional information, or if 1 can
be of any assistance, then [ can be reached at (214) 842-6825.

Sincerely,

Chris K. Gober
Counsel, Kenny Marchant for Congress

this fundraising event. If anytllmg, the Commussnon should be ‘investigating whicther Stinchfield for Congress
knowingly and willfully violated the Act by a¢cepting an illegal in-kind corporate. contribution from the corporation
that owns Brookhaven Country-Club.
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